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morality and male morality. This is of great significance in the
education of the child. He grows up in an atmosphere free from
moral contradictions. He is enabled to develop an integrated
personality. He does not have to subscribe to conflicting loyal-
ties. From the very beginning, life offers him emotional security.
He will not have to undergo that psychological shock of finding
out his parents. All this probably explains the healthy-minded-
ness, the constructive vigour, and enthusiasm of Soviet youth.
Stealing, lying, murder, etc., are just as wrong for the atheist
Soviet Union as for Christian England. It is the point of view
from which these acts are regarded that is different. For the
Russians these acts are wrongs against the community and the
race, and so cannot be tolerated. For the religious person they
are first sins against God, which can be expiated. Soviet children
are taught to be moral because a Communist State can only be
built by a highly moral people, and not because a deity will
punish them for doing wrong. So far as my experience goes,
Communist ethics certainly has as good results as religion.
As regards social responsibility and a readiness to sacrifice one-
self, and frequently others, for the sake of the community,
Soviet youth certainly takes pre-eminence over youth else-
where. Further, Soviet children grow up in an atmosphere which
is free from the fear that so often accompanies religion. There is
already grown up a tradition of behaviour, and a social opinion
which is as potent in the U.S.S.R. as in capitalist countries. It
is a positive as well as a negative force and is very useful with the
more backward and uneducated people. A member of the Com-
munist Party is expected to be clean and healthy in mind and
body and is therefore debarred from excesses of all kinds.
Planning. As is well known, one of the characteristics of the
Soviet system is a planned economy. This includes educational
planning. Gosplan, the State Planning Commission, has a de-
partment for culture, which deals with such matters as the
percentage of the budget to be allocated to education, the
number of new schools to be opened in the Union, eic^ The
strictly educational planning (curricula, syllabuses,